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Memorandum on the Switzerland-
United States Agreement on the
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
October 8, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 98–1

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Energy
Subject: Presidential Determination on the
Proposed Agreement for Cooperation
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Swiss Federal
Council Concerning Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Swiss Federal Council Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, along with
the views, recommendations, and statements
of the interested agencies.

I have determined that the performance
of the agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com-
mon defense and security. Pursuant to sec-
tion 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), I hereby
approve the proposed agreement and author-
ize you to arrange for its execution.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Statement on Signing the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 1998
October 8, 1997

I have today signed into law H.R. 2266,
the Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 1998.

This bill provides for a strong national de-
fense, maintains high military readiness,
funds investment programs necessary to
modernize the equipment that our combat
forces use, and supports our commitments
to a better quality of life for our service per-
sonnel and their families. By providing the

necessary support for our armed forces, this
bill ensures continuing American global lead-
ership.

As President, I have a solemn obligation
to provide for the defense of our country.
My Administration has designed a coherent
strategy to provide the necessary military
forces to deter and prevail over the threats
we may face.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that
the funding provided in this bill is excessive.
The bill provides $4.2 billion more than I
requested in my 1998 budget, and $1.2 bil-
lion more than the levels that my Administra-
tion believes was agreed to in the Bipartisan
Budget Agreement.

Further, section 8080 of the Act contains
certain reporting requirements that could
materially interfere with or impede this
country’s ability to provide necessary support
to another nation or international organiza-
tion in connection with peacekeeping or hu-
manitarian assistance activities other-wise au-
thorized by law. I will interpret this provision
consistent with my constitutional authority to
conduct the foreign relations of the United
States and my responsibilities as Commander
in Chief.

My Administration is continuing discus-
sions with the Congress on the remaining
1998 spending bills in order to protect im-
portant priorities in education and training,
the environment, science and technology,
law enforcement, and international affairs.
Over the past several days, we have made
progress in good-faith discussions with the
leadership of the House and the Senate Ap-
propriations Committees to close the gap be-
tween us. It is critical that these discussions
continue with the goal of reaching a satisfac-
tory conclusion as rapidly as possible.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 8, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 2266, approved October 8, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–56.
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Remarks at a Young Democrats
Council and Saxophone Club
Reception in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
October 8, 1997

First let me thank my good friend Steve
Grossman for the hard work he’s done as
chair of our party. And I want to ask him
and our national finance chair, Alan
Solomont, who is here, who is also from Bos-
ton—I appreciate what they said about Phila-
delphia in Philadelphia. Please don’t ever say
it in Boston. [Laughter] We’re trying to hold
both beachheads in a tough time.

Let me say to the mayor—Philadelphia has
a wonderful mayor, flack, promoter, arm
twister, and leader in Ed Rendell. He always
thinks—[applause]—he’s never ashamed to
ask for the business, and I like that. And I
feel pretty good at this podium. Somewhat
to my regret, I will not be the nominee of
our party in 2000. [Laughter] And so, ulti-
mately, it will not be my decision to make,
but I will say this: The last time we had a
convention in Philadelphia, in 1948, it
worked out pretty well for us. And I like that.

I’d like to thank the Saxophone Club and
the Young Democrats from Philadelphia, to-
night’s cochairs, Lou Magazzu, Don Schroe-
der, Jill Ross-Stein, Jerry McCabe, and David
Maser, and all of you who worked hard to
make this a success. I’d like to thank you for
coming here and for your good spirits, and
for helping us to take this country in a new
direction.

Through you, I would like to thank the
people of Philadelphia who gave me nearly
80 percent of the vote here in the last elec-
tion—I am very grateful for that—and the
people of Pennsylvania, for twice supporting
Al Gore and me and our administration and
what we were trying to do.

Last week was the sixth anniversary of my
declaration for the Presidency, back in Octo-
ber of 1991. It’s hard for me to believe that
6 years have passed and that almost five-
eighths of my Presidency is behind me. But
I am very proud of what we’ve been able
to do together. And I did it mostly for the
young people of this country—and for the
future of this country—because I wanted
you—[applause]—I believed that if we

changed the direction of America we could
create a nation in the 21st century where the
American dream really was alive for every
person, without regard to race or gender or
background, everybody who was willing to
work for it.

I believe that we can create an America
still leading the world toward peace and free-
dom and democracy and prosperity. And I
believe we can create an America out of all
of our diversity where we celebrate our dif-
ferences and respect our differences, and
we’re still bound together as one America,
a stunning challenge to all those countries
where people are killing each other because
of their differences. And that’s what I want
for you and your future and our children’s
future.

It seems hard for me to believe it was 6
years ago. I said, ‘‘Okay, let’s all get together
and work at this, and we’ll change this coun-
try. We will pursue a course based on the
future, not the past; based on change, not
the status quo; based on unity, not division;
based on helping everybody, not just a few;
based on leading, not following. And we’ll
have a Government that doesn’t try to do ev-
erything but doesn’t walk away from our
challenges either. And we’ll change this
country.’’ And 6 years later, look at what’s
happened. In 4 years and 8 months in office,
we’ve got over 13 million new jobs and the
strongest economy in a generation, a lot of
our most distressed neighborhoods are be-
ginning to come back.

We just learned today that last month
alone—in one month—there were 250,000
people who moved from welfare to work, that
there has been a 26 percent reduction in the
number of people who were living on wel-
fare, moving instead into families living on
paychecks—the biggest drop in the history
of the country, 5 years of declining crime,
thanks to the efforts of people like Mayor
Rendell who took those police officers and
put them on the streets in community polic-
ing programs.

This country has a stronger and cleaner
environment than it had 5 years ago. This
country has a smaller Government and
stronger partnerships with cities and States
and the private sector. But we also stood
against the contract on America and the at-
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